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To the Honoured Sir Robert Salusbury - 


Cotton of Leweny Baroner, and Mem- 
ber of Parliament for Cheſbire. 
SIX 

OUR Approbation of this plain 
practical Diſcourſe from the Pulpit 
gives me encouragement to hope, it may 
met with the ſame favograble reception 


* 


tom the Preſs; which from aGentlemin 
of your Honourable Rank and Extracti- 


on, eminent Parts, and ſolid Judgment, 
muſt be of Conſiderable Advantage to 
recommind it to the Publick; And [ 
eur, the Performance is ſuch, that it will 
be thought to ſtand in too great a need 
of it, in regard it eontain's no ſublime 
Notions, no uncommon Thoughts, and 
no bright and beautiful Periods to grati- 
ic the Palate of the Curious, which are 
accompliſhments that no Compoſition of 
mine can lay any Claim or Pretenſions 
to. And yet ſince it Treats of ſo weigh 
ty and important a Subject, and has che 
Countenance of your Authority to ſup- 
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| The Epiſtle Dedicitory, 


port it; I truſt, I may beallow'd to ſay, 


that ſome practical Hints wili be found 


in it by ſuch as will afford it a ſerious 


Peruſal, that may conduce both to re- 


mind them of their Duty, and excite em 


ro the Practice of it And in cafe it 
mould in ſome meaſure Anſwer this End, 


I preſume, I ſhall need no other Apology. 


for its Publication, However, ſuch as 
it is, | beg leave to Preſent it to you as 


SIR, 


Your moſt obliged late Chaplain 


and aſſured 


Humble Servant 


Er. Jones; 


a poor Acknowledgment of the ſince re 
Reſpect and Gratitude due to you from 


[I 
rr 


1 
| 


Preach'd at St, Filary's Chapel in Den: 


6435, on cccafion of the late General 
Mortality, in the Year 1728, 


Sa vicur, wherein he declares that 
God ſent him into the World, and 
ſer him a work to diſcharge during 
bis Aboce therein; But tho' whaz 
he delivers here bears a Particalar reference to Hime 


ell; Yet is it in a lower Senſe equally applicable 


to every Man; for we are all ſent into this World 


io accompliſh the Work, which God has fer us, 
and have time and ſundry Opportun'ties afforded 
u for this End: And fince no Body know s how 
lon Death may ſurprize and uiterly deprive us of 
allthis time and opportunities of Accompliſning it, 


it muſt be of tbe utmoſt Concern and Importance to 


v' to let about it in due time; and we caanot neg - 
ect or defer it without running the moſt tert ible 


Auks, and expoſing our Sclves 10 the gteatelt Dane 


bers 


(6) 


gers; ſo thatevery one of us may expreſs himſelf in 


the words of my Text, I muſt Work tbe Work of bing y 
that ſent me, whil: it i Day; the Night cometh, 
wherein no man can work, '"£ou = I 
Which words thus Accommodared to the general - 
State of Mankind naturally lead me to offer to your (a1 


Conſideration the Four following Particulars, and 


acco;:dingiy I ſhall fevecally ſpeak to em in their * 
| Order, | „„ : 4 | 90 
Firft, | ſhall confider what this Work is we ate 2 


ſear into the World for, and wherein it conGiſls, 00 
Secondly, Our obligations to a careful and vigorous | 
Diſcharge ot it, being the plain import ef the firſt | 
part of my Text, I muſt Mor the Work of bim that 

fert me. Thirdly, The time and excellent Oppor: C 
tunities afforded us for this end expteſs'd in thele th 
Words, ble it im Day. Fourtbly, | faall conſider gi 
the great Danger of neglectiag or deferiing it, im. 0 
plyed in the lait part of my Text, be Night cometh I En 
wherein no Man can Wo; k. i 


1. Then | am to conſider whar this Work is we ne 
are ſent into the World for, and wherein it confilis, N ub 


Now ſince itis a Maxim univerſally receiv'd, that 
God Created nothing in vain ; but al: things that he 
made are for {ome wile Ends and Purpoſes; ſince in 
the Cieation be has erdow'd Man with Realon and 
Underſtanding, that gualily bim for the kiowledgel 
and ſervice of bis Creator, and given bim an im- 
r3crial Soul that will ſur vive the Boy and exiſt for 
ever; hence it is obvious to infcr, that he defign'd 
him here only as 4 Candidate or Probationer for 4. 
nother State, Whetein he will be either — 

EE as inn | —— — — by 
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(33 
Lily happy or miſerable 10 all Eternity, according td 
the general Tenor of his preſent Conduct and Beha - 
viour. | | 


And if we appeal to common Experience and Ob- 
ſervation, we thail find that we have à natural de- 
fire of Happineſs implanted in ns, and that all our 
earthly Enjoyments are too mean and empty to 
atiare our craving Appetites, and fill up the vaſt ca- 
pacities of our Souls, and lo afford us entire Saxis⸗ 
J faction ; which is a plain Indication, that Man was 


te If Centre of his Heppineſs, he alone his ſupreme and 
= I brereign Good, 
: = 3 
it No to ſerve God here being the only means of 
at JF enjoying him Eternally hereafter, this by neceſſary 
rn JF Coniequence muſt be the main End we are ſent into 
le the World for; And accordingly as theScripture te 
et I fifies, * that God created all things for bis own Glory; 
m, fo are we enjoyn d therein to make this the great 
erb End and Scope of ali our Actions: And indeed what 
H Employ can we poſſibly be engaged in, that is ſo 
highly worthy of our I ime and Care, as that great 
We and excellent Work that God has ſet us ro Diſcharge, 
ils. N which is both our higheſt Priviledge, Honour and 
BM Fieferment, and our moſt de ſirable Liberty and 
hat Free dom, gn 
t he on | 
en And as the ſervice of God is the great End we 
aud N tre here detign'd for; ſo the better to recommend ic 
age WI to us, be has been plest d of his infinite Wiſdom anc 
im; Goodneſs to order and diſpoſe the Meaſures of our 
= Duty, in ſuch a manner that in terving of him we 
4 * Laub 43, 7, 7 Cor, 6, 30, 


dot made for created Objects; and conſequently 
wat God himſelf that made him, is the only trus 


„ 
e 


thould 


Day, and Receiving the Holy Commuarion, = 5 


* 
» 0 8933 ; . 
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ſhouid werk out our own Salvation; and for cut 


ſtill further Encouragement, to ſet before us everlaſt. 
ing Happineſs as the Reward of cur Service, and 


that we might be ia a bettet Capacity of compaſſing 
this great End, be laſtly allows us this term or Sea. 
{on of our Lives, with all the excellent Advantages 
we enjoy therein, to qualify our ſelves for the At. 
taipment of ir, as hall be more patiicalaily Conſi- 
der d under the Third head. 


Our great Work then in this preſent Life is to pres 


pary one ſelyes for an happy Eternity hereafter by | 
erving God, and working our our own Salvation, 
and that of others alſo as far as in us Lies, by a 
faithful and conſcientious diicharge of all the Duties 


we owe to em. 


And ibis work I conceive, may be properly ſaid 


to conſiſt in paying an univerial regard to God's re- 
veal'd Will; which as it requires our ſtedfaſt belief 


and profeſſion of all the fundamental Doctt ines and 


Articles of the Cbriſtian Faich, ſummarily containd 
in our Creeds; fo doe's it, 2dly, require of us 2 
fincere and faithful diſcharge of all the moral Duties, 
as they are explain'd and enforced in the Golpel un- 


der theſe three Heads of Piety and Devotion to. 


wards God, [uitice and Charity towards Men, 4! 
Sobriety and Temperance with reſpect to our Selvs: 
And for the better Belief of theſe Doctiines, 4nd 
performance of theſe Duties, it requires 331v, a due 
and careſul Obſervance of all the inftituted meat! 
and inſtruments of conveying 10 us the Aids aud A 
filiance of Divine Gracz to enable us therem, 89 P3 
vate and publick Prayer, hearing Reading, anl 2. 
ditating upon the word of G 1d, obſerving the L979 
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This having briefly conſider d what this Work fy 


we are ſent into the World for, and wherein it con- 
fiſts ; | proceed in the 2d place, to offer to your Con» 


ſideration the Obligations we lie under to a faithful 
and vigorous diſcharge of it. And to this End let ws 
1}. coder the vaſt importance and - indiſpenſable 


Neceflicy of it, as what is our only true intereſt. 


and Coacern, inſomuch that all our-otber Affairs 


are no more than an unproficabls Amuſement, 4 


meer impertinence or a vain curioGry in reſpect of 
it; for lo highly important a -Work is this, that no 
leſs than our everiaſting Happineſs or Miſery de- 
pends upon it, and fo abſolutely Neceſſar y, that it is 
25: much as our Son's are worth to neglect it: And 


jt theſe ſhould be iavolv'd in everiaſting Mifcry and 


Ruin, the conſequence is unavoidable, that our Bo- 
dies likewile at the Reſurreftion mult partake of the 
ſame Fate » And therefore whatever ciſe we negs 
ſect, this muſt be minded, or we are Ruined for 
Ever; for tho other things may be diſpens'd with, 
there is no diſpenſing with this one thing neceſſary ; 
ſince it is the very End we. ave (ent imo the World 
for, the very Puſineſs which the Son of God came 


down from Heaven to inſtiuct us in, and eur only, 


Qualification for eternal Life and Happinels, 


Io o this vaſt importance and indiſpenſable neceſſi- 


ty of the Work let us add zdiy, The unconceivable 


Majeſty and Excellency of the Maſter that enjoin% it. 


and his Relation to us as our Creator, Prefer ver and 
Redeemer ; that this is the work of God, that work, 
which the lupteme Majziiy cf Heaven and Earth has 
ſet us to Diſcharge, in reſpect of whem in the words 


of the. Prophet Iſai ah, all the Nations of the Wold 
are but az ihe ſmall Duſt of the beallanac or 4 Drop of 


e Buck:t, nay av nothing, and ate accounted no · 
thing 


| { 10 ) 
thing to Him as leſs than nothing even Vanity it (elf, 
Now what are we, who are ſuch meer Nothings to 
deſpile the Authority, diſpute the Commands, and 
reject the ſervice of ſo infinitely great and ttanſcen. 
dently excellent a Being, who can tend the Heavens 
and make the Foundations of the Earth to Quake > 
and how borridly ungrateful and diſingenuous muſt 
we be, if we decline the ſervice of fo noble and ge. 
nerous a Beneſactor, ro whom we are bebolden for | 
all we have, or hope for? And how wrechedly Stu- I at 
pid, and Senſleſs of our own [ntereit, if we do nor | w 
endeavour to recommend our ſelves to him, in whoſe to 
Hinds we are, and upon whom our Lives, cur Hap. f the 
pineſs, our ail fo emitely depend, that he needs but an 
withdraw his Mercies to make us Miſerable, or his f bolt 
ſuſtaining Power tb reduce us into Nothing Irrr. 


And for as much as there is nothing we are com- | 4 
monly more affected with, than Views of Benefit and in, 
Advanragezas a further Motive tothe diſcharge of ehis un 
great Vork, let u- 2 ily confider the ineftimsbleGain, Mjene 
chat will accrae from it, both here and hereafter as the WV 4 
vaſt Dignity and Honour of ceing retata d in tbe ſervice Mite 
of the moſt high God, the great ſecurity and Free. Wilt 
dom, and the lating Pleaſure, Peace and Satis faction 
it is attended with, its natural Tendency to promote 
all the ends of our ſecular Intereſt, its entitling us to 
the bieſſings of Divine Providenee, 2 Health and long 
Liſe, Ronour and Reputation, proſperous Citcum- 
{arices, 2 happy Poſterity, &c. according to the ex- 
preis Teflimonies aod tepeated Declatations of holy 
ait; And particularly the infinite Bliſs and Hap: 
pines that is infallibly ſecur'd to us as the Wages of 
37; in anotger Life for what glorious things are every 
where ipo'ten of the Heavenly Jeruſalews, which it 
2:vp03 AtO ns, as tae Prize of out high Calling, the 
0c ĩͤ 
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Recompence of our Services, and the Reward of 
cur Labours! and is not every thing that is excellent 
and defirable in this World botrow*d to fer forth and 
repreſent it to us in holy Writ, as C:owns, Kingdoms, 
Treaſures, Rivers of Pleaſures, Fountains of living 
Waters, '&c. Now this being the Cale, who would 
not undergo ſome Labour to obtain ſo glocicw a 
Prize? who would not be at ſome Pains to gain ſuch 
In exceeding and eternal weight of Glory ? who 
would not be employ'd in lach à work for a Tice 
d be happy for Ever, for ſhall we toil and moil for 
i ihe fading enjoyments of this Corruptible world ? 
ind ſhould we not in all Reaſon be mere careful and 
s ollicitous ro ſecure that incorruptihle Crown and e- 
AJ icroal Inheritance reſery'd for us in Heaven, 


And as it cannot but be a great Enconragement to 
4 Yu, to find that this Work is Practicablg, and ſuch 
is In may be Perform'd by us; and as Examples have 
u, Mjnerally a peculiat [ofluence upon our Practice; ler 
de u pibly conſider how the beſt Men in all Ages have 
ce ited in this important Affait, wo had no other 
liiftances of Divine Grace, than what ate offer'd 
b us all; how Careful and Circumſpect, how 
oarageous and Undaunted, how Warm and Zea» 
hu they approy'd themſelves in the ſervice of rheir 
org eat Lord and Maſter ! for whar Dangers would 
im- Ney not Engage in, what Labours would they not 
ex · Tadergo, wbar Sufferings would they nor Endure 
holy Norder to be accounted worthy to partake of the 
lap · Nlerieance of the Saints in Light ? nay how many 
5 ol tem in che Primitive Ages of Chtiſtianity bave 
ted even with their la wful Plealutes and Enjoy - 


ery 90h | Ire Enjoy 
ch in ats, and forſaken all, that they might gain this 
| the eaſure in Heaven P now this being the avow'd 


ace tice, Conduct and Behaviour of theſe Celebrated 


B 2 „„ 


— — 
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Heroes, that have led the Van, and gene before us in 
our lpirit u il Warfare; how can we expect to receive 
fo vatt a Recompence and obtain fo ineſtimable a Re 
ward, which coit them ſo much Care and Labour io 
atiain,if we do not endeavour in Imitation of them o 
gualify our Selves for the Attainment of it, by a } « 
faithful diſcharge of the great Work requir'd of us. } : 


Bur aſter all that has been offer'd upon rhis Head,: 
Y conceive, there cannot be à more powerful Argu- } »v 
ment to Convince us of our Obligations ro work IL 
the work of him that ſent us, than to conſider Latily c 
ſome of the Laws, Precepts and Declarations of the 0. 
holy Scriptures, in reference to this Affait, as being i ar 
the great. Rule and Standard, whereby we are to f th 
Square our Lives here, and to be for ever acquit- I in 
ted or Condemn'd hereafter, For this is apparent - 
iy what out bleſled Savionr requires of us, when he 


enjoyns us to labour for the Meat, that endureth to to 
everlaſting Life : To ſeek the Kingdom of God in an. 
the firſt Pl;ce; f to ſtrive to enter m at the flranY {2 
Gate and to love the Lord our God with all cur Heat ys 
with all eur Mind, with all our $oul, and with all off 
Strength : And to let us lee haw extreme dangerou | 


It is to be Cool and Indifferent therein, we need 0 
farther Satisfaction, than that Declaration of his in inc 
the Revelation concerning the Church of Laodiceu u 
* becauſe thou art neitber Hot nor Cold, I will ſpew ibi vn 
out of my Mouth ; and elſewhere. be exprelly de 
clares. S that wide 5s the Gate, and broad is the W 
| phat leateth to Deſtruct ion; and maxy there be th 
enter into it; But that ſtrait is the Gate and nor! 


| I Jobn 6. 27. 


mw, 4 A Ae eo 


Mat. 5. 33. Loke 3. 14. Ls 
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1% the Nay that leadeth to Life, and fem there be thas 
find it; and in other words to the lame effect, b 
many are cali d, but fem are Cleſen; which is ſo ter» 
ble a Truth, that it muſt needs be very power ful 
Influence to engage us in a careful and vigorcus dile 
cha:ge of this great Work, if bur ſeriouſly conſi- 
der'd and laid to Heart; figce the conſequences f 
the negle& of it are no leis than everlaſting Milery 
nd Vengeance; which, if they cannot be thought of 
without Horror and Amazement, how much more 
Dreadful and intolerabie muſt ir be to endute em? 


: lo ihat we have Arguments of all Sorts, to work up- 
on our Hope and Fear, Love and Gratitude, Duty 
q and. Intereit propoſed ro us for this Parpoſe, and 


therefore we arc utterly unexCuſeable, il we are nor 
inlluenced by em. 


Thus having confider'd the Work we are ſent in- 
to the. Wola tor, and our Obligations to a careful 
and vigorous diſcharge of it; f proceed zdly to con- 
ſider the time and excellent Opportunities afforecd 
us for this Purpoſe. | | 


Nowy this time is generally the teim and durati- 
on of our preſent Life, which is io higbly Precious 
and Valuable, that no worldly Enjoyments ate 
worth it, nothing we are Poſſeſs d of can Coumer- 
Vail it, as being the Ground ard Baſis of them ail; 
and ſo exceeding Beneficial and Advantageous 10 
us, that we may avoid.endiels Miſery, and erjop 
infinite Bliſs and Happineſs by improving and making 
the right uſe of it za time of Grace Me icy and Come 
paſſion; a time which the fallen Angels were not 
allow'd to Enjoy, and which there ate I bouſands 
nvw confined to the dilmal ſhades of everlaſting 
EFF 
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Da:kneſs, and weltering in the Flames of Hell for 
"the loſs of; a time, wherein We may ſccure the 
favour of God, and obtain the Pardon of our Sins; 
which the moſt bitter Wailings and Lamentations, 
and the moſt exquiſite Tortures and Jufferings can. 
not procure us in another Life. O how thankful then 
odd we be for this ſingular Advantage! how ftu- 
pal and chary of theſe precious Moments ! and how 
careful and diligent to improve and make the right 
ſe of them! for as precious and valuable as our 
Zine is; yer is it both of a very ſhort and uncer- 
tain Dutation; and withal of ſuch a Nature, that 
when once Lott, it can never be Retriev'd ; for this 
is waniſeltly our Cate, we are all under the i irre ver · 


fible lentence of Death, and our Life is only in the 
Nature of a diſeretionary Reprieve ; and therefore 


ſo precailous and uncertain that we cannot tell, bow 
Joon it may Expire : And accordingly what is every 
Corps we ſee, every paſſing Bell we hear, every 
Dittemper we labour under but lo many broad 
Hints and Remembrances of our approaching Diſſo. 
lution? how then can we anſwer it to our Selves, if 
we ſquander and tiide away fo great and ineftimable 
a Bleiiing ? eſpeciaily whea we conſider what excel- 
Tent Means, 3 and Advantages We en 
Joy therein, 


For there 1s no Creature | in the World, that do's 


not fornith us with Means and Advantages of know» 
ing and ſerving God, they being all contriv g and 


order'd by Divine Providence i in ſuch a manner. thar 
they manifettly tend to this End. For if we look 
up, in the words of the Royal Pſalmitt, the He a. 
ven declare the Glory of God, and the Firmament jets 
Jah. $20 bench N ork, i, e. the yait extent of them, 
© 4 | 1 85 aud 
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ind the Glorious luminaries 1 therein, heir tin? a 
p:ndous Magnitude, Beauty. Number and Order 
proclaim the infinite Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
of the great Creator. If we look about us and caſt 
an Sye upon the Earth and the Sea we may eblerve 
the one Water'd with the fruitful Showers and Dew 
of Heaven, beautiti:d with Hills. «nd Dales, Woods 
20d Rivers; and Stocked with a numberleſs vatiery 
of Animals, Inſects and Vegetables, each of them 
I curioufly and wonderfully Wronght, and all directs 
Jed ro their p:oper Ends and Ules : And the other 
leeping within its ſtated Bounds, obſerving its al- 
iernate Succedions of Ebbing and Flowing, and con- 
[1 1 the lice ARaniſhing variety of Creatures, 
Joi brange and ſurprizing Forms and Sizes, which 
5 603 call lor our utmoſt Reverence and Adorati- 
ca of ene infinite and Incomprebenfible. Author of 
meme: And it we reflect upon our Selve:, the cu« 
nous Fabrick of our Bedies, and the noble facule. 
lun of our Souls, are ſo many amazing Inſtances 
Ji cur Obligations re our Sovereign: Lord and 
bY takers Thus all things that we can fix our Eyes 
- vr Fee upon, afford us ſome profitable Hints 
{: | Remembrances of our Duty. Nor is there any 
4 ning that befals us here en Earth, whether they 
be the Goods or Evils of it, but may likewiſe prove 
MJ Uieful and Beneficial to us, or Conducive to out 
| A balvation : 4nd when Any of tem becomes a Bar 
: Ir an Obſtacle to it, it 13 purely owing to our A. 
Ibale of them: Por even our Calamities and fl. cti · 
ooserbemlelves are apparently detign'd for our Spi- 
Irteal Benetic and Advantage; ſer this is the Te li- 
* of the Royal Prophet, ie was good for me te 
ie Aicted, that I might learn thy. Law. Nay, e- 
en CUE walt! iavetetate knemy the Devil, not with « 
. | ſtanding 
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tbing befalls us here on Earth are thus Manifeſtly 


therein ts live a miſerable Life and die an execra- 
ble Death for the ſake of it; this being the manifelt® 
_ drift and deſign of all the excellent and ſublime” 
Doctrines he taught of all the Gracious. and won- 


Bleeding, and Expireiog upon the Crofs for m; 


' fGiterh at the right band of the Majeſiy on Hiph| 


er fully intercedes with aim in ,cur Behalf, and! 


8 


ſanding hiv numerous Wiles and Temptations, may 


In one reſpe&t prove ſerviceable to us in this great 
vort of our Salvation, by rendering us mare care. 
ſul and difigent about it; and even Death it ſelf. 


tho“ the moſt dreadful of all our temporal Evils, 
may be improyed ivco fo great a Bleſſisg, as to be 
no more than a paſlage to ever laſting Reſt and Hap, 


pine ſs. 8 


And as the whole viſible Creation, and every 


deſig d to promote the great work of our Salva - 
tion; lo are the bleſſed Spirits above, the holy © 
Angels diſparch'd io Miniſter to ue for this very 
End : Nay the infiaite Majeſty of Heaven, the 8. 
ternal Son of God was pical'd to eondeſcend and 
ſtoop ſo low as to aflume our humane Nature, and 


7 
: 
. 
\ 
L 
* 
t 


derful Works be did; ard all the bitter and ex- 


which ſhould. infleme our hearts, and melt then 
into Rapture: of Praiſes and Adoration for this as 
mazing Inſtance of Dine Goodnels to the fin], 
Race of Mankind, Go = | J 


4 
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And tho' be is A ſcended into Heaven, and nod 


yer is he no lels mindful of us, but rcceive's oul 
Prayers, and preſears them to his Father, and pow 


daily vifiting us with the bleſſed inftuences of A 


1 


holy Spitit, as «the Sun warm and eplighten's 
vs with it's Beam's : And moreover bas appoitit- 
ed a whole order of Men to take caie of Peoples 
Souls by remiading em of their Duty, Praying 


for them, and inſtituting them in the way to 


Io All theſe. ſundry other excellent Advan® 
tages might be added, if time would permit; But 
I hall at preſent bur juſt hint at one of them; and. 
that is the ineftimable Advantages we have of 


living within the Paſe of Chriits Church ; and 
being Members cf the pureſt part of it in the 
World, and thereby enjoying i lie bleſſed Sacra- 


ments, aud Gods reveal's Will recorded in holy 


writ ; the former whereof he has inflituted to be 


the means and infirumears; whereby all the Me- 


rits of Chriſt's death are convey'd and applied 
to us, all the Aids and Aﬀifances of Divine 
Grace are confer'd vpon us, out Sins wath'd a- 


' way, and our Souls nouriſh'd and tefreſh'd with 
the ſpiritual ſuſtenance of his moſt preciovs Bo- 


dy and Blood: And the latter to be a Ligbe 10 
aur Feat, and « Lantern to out Paths, in order to 
direct our Steps in the way to Heaven. 


"Now how infinitely obliged are we to Divine 
Providence tor ibis glorious light of the Goſpel 
which, notwithſtanding our great unwortbineſs, and 
zepeared prevocations Bill ſhines among ut, whil& 
ſo many other famous Counties. that formerly ens 
joy d it in common with us, have been long fence 
depriv'd of it, and over run With Jpacrance and 
Superſtition ; and dhe far greater part of the 

: _— Por 


co defer u. 


conteſtably evident, that whes we die. abree is ng | 
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World. is cover'd with Darkneſs and the Add 
of Death. And mould not all theſe diſtisgnich- 
ing favours, zbeſe peculiar Adrantages ggage 11 
Fo Wark the NK him that ſow. #1 johile w js 
Da , or while. we enjoy this ineſtimable gime 
and Opportunities ſor it, which that we may be 
the further induced to do, | proceed 4thly, to 
Coaũder the great danger of ing r 
ferring this Work, implied.in thele daſt words of 1 
my Tex, vho dl . pan EP 


Work. 


iodeed bad e qhat might 1 F 
been done, when we pleas d; or ſuach as might be 
Repair'd-or Coredted, when ery 2 | 
ceive our Miſtakes ; theo it wand _ 


fo dangerous an N 2400 zerrible a 

but ofefs lebla i ” ee the un Fw I þ 
of our Caſe, that it is juſt An; r, 
we dot all readily —— 8 matter ine 1... 


poſſibility of rezewing our Preperations 3 Sas 
when we apart | hence, there is no 7 | 
gepair what we haue done ani and aber if we 
once expire an our Sins, Te are rumned ang 

gone fot ever; io that 4 now RG 
time, new only it the dey of 22 ; apd gherg- 


fore in caſe we neglect the bi nasisies 
3 Offer, — to he 40 that we 


: tw 
I hall never enjoy the like agaiv. O how cares 
fol aud (ellicitous Mould we then be to mind 
7 this great, and important Aﬀsit, when our aff they 
fes at fake lahd bow can we be thouphrieſs and 
7 unconcerued, when we have a work of: ſucti 
© ' vatt ichportance to be iniploy*d in, that no leis 
© IF than our eber laſtieg fntereft depends apon it! 
But befides theſe dilmal Conſequences of defers 
nag this Work! with reſpect io ahother Life, ihe 
Larger of this's-plect will farther appear, if we 
f confider bow abſofurely' neceſſary the Performs” 
 F arce of it i to qualily m for a comtorrable Death. 
For Death is 2 thing fo terrible and ſhocking in 
its ſelf, and lo dangerous in irs conſequence, 
7 that nothing in the World can afford ut aint Ceim- 
J fort or Support Under it, in cale we ate bot be- 


ws, SS 


1 Good Men indeed may beat up and take heart 
under the very Pange'and* Apgonies of this King: 
Jof Tetrors, as having infaliible aſlütarces, that? 
Iod willlreceire em irto thoſe blifs'ul Manſions 
J'bich he has pre parid for his faithful Servants, [o 
bat Death to em is no more than a paſſage to 
Ie Kingdom of eerlaſtiag Light 2vd Glory, 
det on the other hand, bet lamentable lor 
Md Anguiſn, What unconceivable Herror add 
Deſpair will overw heim the Wicked, when ibey 
tein this dofeful Plutige, when all they exer heard 
ud mei, Helt and Eternity will coud them. 
eyes. into their thèugbts, aud cut and ling em tao 
de very Hent; when they (H {with a Thowang-. 
mes they had been more careful of their Con- 
ut and Behaviour, ar dv itrerly accuſe and con- 
mn themſe [yes for the ir Wireic hed lupidity vd 
F <2" 
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n 
is a Work of the greateſt. Conſequence and | u 
3 


| 7 A: 1 
infatuation in neg'eRing-the one thing neceſſa ry; 


. preterriag the erifling Advantages of time to the 
vaſt and important intereſt of Eternity, and letting 


the it endleſs concerns run to Ruin; by not im. 
proving thole excellent Means and Opporiusities 
that have been (0 long afforded them, but now 
they find roftheir unſpeakable Sorrow are no lon. 
ger to be enjoy d, and that nothing remains, but 
the dark and diſmal proſpect of an Eternite of | 
inceflant and uninterrupted Miſet ies uaconceiv. 
avly grear and _— Exquiſite beycnd imagine 
ation. N 


* 


However, "HOY we niht 8 all dbele 1 
ſevere emo . s of Conſc i nce, theſe cuttiag [ 
Thoughts and diimel Apprebenfions upon our | 
Death Beds; yet woul3 there {till remain no i j 
im ill dangec' in de ferting this Work : Fur asit | 


Importance to us, ſo it cannot be done Precipi- 


ately and in batte, but requires patticulac Cate E 
82 Application ro ene 1 
X Fa 7 

QL 


And therefore it is, ' thar we are Admonih'd | 
in Scripture © to give all diligence, to make our wi 


: Calling and Election ſure, and to Work out our De 
Salvation with [ear and trembling 3 ; And to be wi 
ſame parpole 1s thec warning ot our bletled 5 [an 
vicur, ebe Son: of Man will come in a Da, tba tn, 
be do not expeti; and the Parable ct the ſen ic u 


Vogin, F. v⸗ wberecf mere ſous out ? the Mars [ty 
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1iage Feaſt. becauſe they bad not provided Oil in 


their. Lemps. or came ſhort of the Joys of Hea- 
ven for want of this preparatory . Diſpoftĩon for 
em. or the friihful Diſcharge ot this great Work 
required to qualify them for this biefled End ; 
which how gearly it concerns us inſtaatly to ſet a- 
bout, will ſtill further Appear if ue confider 
Laftly, .bow - uncertain and extreme diffigiculr 


this Work is render'd by defening of it, . 


For who that conſiders the numerous Diſtem- 
pers, dangers and vl Accidents. we are daily 
Subject to in this Mortal Life, and: the ſundry 
Inſtances of Mortality, that offer themſelves to 
cur. View at all. Limes and in all Places, can be 
Bail for bis Life for one ſingle Minute, for there 
is not a Moment that paſſes over our Heads, buy 
may prove our Laft, and there is not one Hour 
in the Day wherei: ſundry Perſons are not Ar- 
refted by Death, and Hutried away to their long 


Home. And who knows how foon this may 


p:cve his own Caſe ; For are hot our Neighbours 
daily Dropping round about as, who having e- 
qual Advantages of Health, Strength and Vigor 
with our Selves, bad as little reaſon to expect 
Death as any of us? And may not the ſame un- 
„ holelome Air, the lame Raging Fevers, the 


| I lame Contagious and fatal Diltempers that have 


m de ſuch a terrible, Havock and Deſttuction 


fen ic und about us, diſpatch and deprive us ct out 


J However, admit we could be certain, we ſhoald 


YT Lives as well as Others ? and ſhould we eſcape 
theſe ard other unlote ſeen Dangers and Acci- 


dencs, are not dur Lives entirely at Gods diſpoſat, 
who can ſborien and lengiben as he Pleaſes ? 


—— 


Us 
3 
* 


42) 
be permitted to live feyeral ears, yet who can 


afficre un rar our diy of Grate wilt be of ſo lom 
© Coninviance? For by deferring this Work wi 
provotte Divine Vengezace if not to Cut ws of, 
we bave” juſt grounds to fear, yer ut leaft' to 
wittidraw tis Grace ſtom n for out Hort ic Abuſe 
ef" it, for he has expreffſy Dtclar'debot' bis Spirit 
ll net alivays firive with Man; and tae 4 t0 
Maorrtar has, or makes a right uſe of what he has 
wil be giver; ſo from him that hav nt, ot makes 
not the right uſe of ir, will be taken even what 
be has; weht will rendet this Work utter ly im. 
poſſible be Arcoinplice'd, | 21.0 
Hut befidir'the danger of being deprived of | 
oor Liver and Divine Grace; we have this further 
Keafon ro Convince vs bow great” a* Hazard we 
run by deferting this Work, that it's exceeding 
difficutr* to quit ilt Habits that” we've lomg con- 
Contracted ant Liwd in; fot wen theſe are 
oveediepty Nodted and Nivetted in us; tis next | 
e impoſſibſe evet to extricate and difingage dur 
ſefves from em according to that remariable Tec | 
Mmony of the Prophet Jerem. f cen the Etbio- 
pra change bis Colour or the Leopard his Spots ; 
rden may he do Good that hat been accuſtom'd 


O ke us all chen in this our Day; mird thif | 

great and important Coticern that belongs ro our | 
Peace before it be hid ftom our Eyes, always | 
rerwembeting the words of my Texe, I fl Work. 
the Wark ef bim that ſent me awhile it i Day. r 
Nrgbe comerb whirtin no Man e an ork Which 
Gud of bis infinite Mercy gtant we may-ail do for 
Jeſus Cluiſt's ſake io whom, & ccc. 
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